Proficient Motorcycling

Timing Is Ev

00D TIMING 15 one of those factors
Glhm can be difficult to judge. You

know when your timing is right
because of the results. People will laugh
hysterically if a joke is told with perfect
timing, but you'd be lucky to get even a
chuckle if the timing is off.

The same thing happens when riding a
motorcycle. Time your braking, acceler-
ating or turning maneuver just right
and you are rewarded with a favorable
outcome, Do any of these things too early
or too late and the result could be no
laughing matter.

Brake Timing

As you approach a turn, you must deter-
mine exactly where and when you should
begin to brake and how much brake
pressure (o use. Sounds simple, right?
Well, many people brake too early or
brake too late and charge into the corner
too fast—a signilicant factor that resulls in
cornering crashes.

Braking for cornering involves adjust-
ing your entry speed so that you can safely
and skillfully execute the turn. Slow down
enough to be able to accelerate throughout
the curve to stabilize the bike and carve a
predictable path. In many street riding
situations, brake timing is not terribly crit-
ical; simply start applying brake force at
the right time and with the right intensity
tlever and pedal force) to be at the right
speed before tipping into the lean. How-
ever, there are a lot of factors that can lead
to poor timing, such as inexperience,
impairment, poor judgment or blind
corners. Braking too soon or harder than
needed will cause you to approach the turn
slower than necessary—which is not usu-
ally a problem unless fast traffic is on your
tail. However, delaying braking too late
or not braking hard enough will result in
too fast an entry speed—which can easily
be a problem.

Poor brake timing may cause vou Lo
brake harder than you feel comfortable
and may even cause a tire skid if you brake
too hard or oo abruptly on a surface that
has less than ideal traction. To avoid this,
brake a hit earlier.

Once entry speed is established, you
then must release the brakes. Brake
release usually occurs right around the
moment when you begin to lean. Beginner
rider courses teach students to release
the brakes before initiating a lean with
countersteering. This ensures that traction
is preserved because braking force is
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by Ken Condon

Precise timing increases safety and cornering confidence.

separated [rom cornering force. However,
there are benefits to releasing the brakes a
hit later, just after the motorcyele begins
Lo lean. First, a motoreycle changes direc-
tion more easily with the front tire slightly
loaded as the suspension compresses and
fromt tire traction increases. Second, by
keeping a bit of brake pressure as you tum
in, you stabilize the front suspension by
eliminating the rebound that occurs
when the brakes are suddenly released.
By keeping a slight amount of brake force,
the springs remain compressed and the
chassis remains more stable.

Understand that the majority of brake
release beging before the rider counter-
steers to initiate a lean, with only about
3% or so of brake pressure remaining.
The brakes are then smoothly released
completely as the bike banks into the turn,

Braking In Traffic

Proper brake timing is also very impor-
tant when slowing or stopping in traffic.
Slowing too soon for a stop sign can con-
fuse surrounding traffic, which can lead
o unpredictable driver behavior as they
try to figure out what you're doing or
attempt to put you behind them, Sudden,
late braking is another action that should
be avoided, becavse it can lead to a rear-
end collision when inattentive drivers
expect predictable actions.

Well-timed braking is also critical for
maintaining traction, especially when the
road surface 15 wet or otherwise compro-
mised. Wait too long to apply the brakes
before stopping for an intersection and
you'll be braking hard to stop in time. This
can lead to traction problems, because
hard braking puts almost all of the motor-
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cyele’s weight onto the front tire, causing
the ure to slide on slippery road markings
or surface contaminants.

Smooth braking technigue also bene-
fits passengers. Abrupt brake action
propels the passenger into the rider’s back
forcing the rider to support both his
body weight and that of the passenger,
Slowing early and smoothly minimizes
this dramatic weight shift,

Most motorcyeles have separate brak-
ing controls for the front and rear brakes,
and under normal conditions both brakes
are applied simultaneously. However,
there are times when iUs best to apply the
brakes at different times. For instance,
applying the rear brake hefore the front
brake causes the rear to “squat,” which
helps reduce forward pitch and front end
“dive,” helping passengers maintain their
cquilibrium. ICs also wise to apply the
rear brake first to maintain control in
slippery conditions,

As a rule of thumb, the rear brake
has more importance on slick surfaces
because overall braking force and for-
ward dive will necessarily be less, which
keeps the rear tire in firmer contact with
the road. Sometimes it's best to use the
rear brake exclusively when braking on
gravel or slick surfaces, because control
can usually be maintained if the rear tire
skids, but you'll be hard pressed to stay
upright if the front tire slides for more
than an instant.

Emergency braking is a skill that
requires constant practice to remain sharp.
Untrained riders will often overbrake
when faced with a panic situation, causing
the tires to skid. Careful timing prevents
this situation. Front tire skids usually
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occur when the front brake is applied fully
before the load transfers forward onto the
front tire. Progressively squeerzing the
front brake allows enough time to pass to
allow load transfer to oceur, increasing
front tire traction.

The distance it takes to perform an
emergency stop 15 significantly affected
by the time needed for the rider 1o per-
ceive and react to an unexpected situation
unfolding ahead. Smart riders reduce
perception time by predicting potential
problems before they oceur and reduce
reaction times by covering the brakes with
both their foot and hand as soon as they
see polential problems.

One of the most difficult maneuvers is
braking quickly while leaned, because
much of the available traction is being
used for cormnering, leaving little for brak-
ing. If you brake hard while still leaned,
you can easily wse more traction than is
available. The most effective way to stop
quickly in a curve is 1o straighten the
maotorcycle at least partially to free up
traction for maximum braking. But it
takes accurate timing to pull off this
maneuver without skidding or running
off the road. The key is to delay maxi-
mum braking until the motorcycle is
completely upright.

Shifting

Smooth shifting is an important part of
motorcycle mastery and requires precise
timing. Many “shifting-challenged” rid-
ers make the mistake of upshilting slowly
and deliberately by rolling off the throttle
fully and squeezing the clutch all the way
ta the handgrip, But. this results in abrupt

will drop almost to idle and must
then rise to maich the road speed
once the cluich is released.

Most experienced riders have
figured out that a quick shifting
procedure can make shifting
seamless. A gquick  upshift
involves rolling off the throtile
partially to allow the rpm to drop
Jjust enough to match a higher
gear al the same road speed,
squeezing the clutch just enough
Lo disengage the power to the rear
wheel and simultaneously lifting
the shift lever into the nexi gear.
All this happens in about half
a second,

Smooth downshifis reguire
precise timing Lo avoid excessive
engine braking. Engine rpm nat-
urally drops when the throttle is
closed and the cluich is disen-
paged. As the clutch lever is
released, a too low engine rpm will cause
resistance as the rear tire tries to acceler-
ate the engine. Releasing the cluich
abruptly will also exacerbate this prob-
lem. The result is & “chirping” rear tire
skid. One solution is to delay your down-
shifts until the rpm are relatively low and
to then ease out the clutch lever slowly to
let the engine rpm rise gradually. Another
aption is to “blip” the throttle during the
downshift to raise the engine rpm to match
the lower gear with the road speed.

Corner Reference Poinis

Cornering skillfully requires
you to be aware of the basic
reference points: braking, tum-
in, apex (path of travel or cor-
nering line), and acceleration
point. These points tell you
when and where to act so that
you carve a predictable path
through any siven curve, The
more reference points you use,
the betler you can time your
actions and “connect  the
dots™ to put together a smooth,
precise urn.

Racers identify multiple
detailed reference points for
each corner, including where
to begin rolling off the throttle,
sel body position, begin brak-
ing, downshift, initiale lurm-in.
release the brakes, roll on the
throttle, and where to upshift,

Street riders don't have the
benelit of being able to perfect
their approach to individual

# track rider does. Instead, street riders
identify reference points in the moment,
and every street rider identifies reference
points, even though they may not be aware
ol it. Proficient riders can look at an
unfamiliar corner and pick out the basic
reference points without much trouble, No
matter what level rider you are, conscious
awareness of reference points can increase
a sense of control and mastery in dealing
with both familiar and unfamiliar roads.

Countersteering Timing And
Intensity

It 15 important 1o initiate lean at the
precise place and time. When and where
Lo initiate lean depends on approach speed
and rn radivs. As with braking, exactly
when you begin to turn and the intensity of
the countersteering force placed on the
handlebar must match o cause the motor-
cycle to neither oversieer into the inside of
the curve, nor run wide,

A slow entry allows a later, more
relaxed turn-in compared to a faster entry,
which requires a sharper twrn-in, If you
enter a turn fast, but turn too late, then you
risk running wide. However, you can
avoid running wide if you press harder on
the handlebar to turn quicker,

Quick Turns

Quick tuming is not necessary in most
situations, but it is an important ool o
have. Unlortunately, many riders avoid
turning quickly for fear of either losing
traction or experiencing the unsettling

corners with every lap the way When and where you begin your turn affects your exit.
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